Chapter VIII
CHARACTERISTICS  AND  ADVANTAGES  OF  THE
AMERICAN  FEDERAL SYSTEM
THE United States of America do not afford either
the first or the only instance of confederate States,
several of which have existed in modern Europe,
without adverting to those of antiquity. Switzerland,
the Germanic Empire, and the Republic of the
United Provinces either have been or still are con-
federations. In studying the constitutions of these
different countries, the politician is surprised to
observe that the powers with which they invested the
Federal Government are nearly identical with the
privileges awarded by the American Constitution to
the Government of the United States. They confer
upon the central power the same rights of making
peace and war, of raising money and troops, and of
providing for the general exigencies and the common
.interests of the nation. Nevertheless the Federal
Government of these different peoples has always
been as remarkable for its weakness and inefficiency
as that of the Union is for its vigorous and enter-
prising spirit. Again, the first American Confedera-
tion perished through the excessive weakness of its
Government ; and this weak Government was, not-
withstanding, in possession of rights even more
extensive than those of the Federal Government of
the present day. But the more recent Constitution of
the United States contains certain principles which
exercise a most important influence, although they
do not at once strike the observer.
~*   This   Constitution,  which  may  at first sight  be
confounded with  the  Federal  constitutions  which
preceded it, rests upon a novel theory, which may be
considered as a great invention in modern political
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